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Not for the faint-hearted. Challenge yourself. Help us.

This really is the heart of Borneo this project is like no other.
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Background

The Orangutan Foundation has run a successful volunteer programme since 2000 and
this has always been in existing work areas in Central Kalimantan. We have been
approached by the Titian Foundation to assist them with some essential field work in
Danau Sentarum National Park, West Kalimantan.

Rationale

Rapid deforestation of Borneo s orangutan habitat, primarily lowland forest and peat
swamp forest, especially following wide spread forest fires since 1997, has led to a
dramatic decline in the population of Bornean Orangutans, Pongo pygmaeus.
Conversion of most lowland forest north of the Kapuas River has caused the most rapid
habitat decrease and population decline of the northwestern sub-species, Pongo
pygmaeus pygmaeus.

Danau Sentarum National Park (DSNP) is a wetland of interconnected lakes
surrounded by peat swamp forest in the upper Kapuas river basin, the most threatened
habitat remaining for Pongo pygmaeus pygmaeus in Indonesia. The Sentarum lakes
and surrounding peat swamp wetlands are unique in Kalimantan, as they are Borneo s
oldest inland peat swamps at 12,000 years old. Threats in the area are rapid
conversion of orangutan habitat to oil palm plantations as well as hunting, forest fires
and illegal logging.

Unfortunately, the National Park covers only a fraction of the orangutan population. The
majority of the population of Pongo pygmaeus pygmaeus lives in the peat swamp forest
surrounding the lakes, west, north and east of the park borders. These peat swamp
forests are zoned for conversion and no longer have state forest land status. All peat
swamp forests outside the park have been designated as oil palm plantations with at
least 15 permits already given out by the district governor. Three concessions have
already started land clearing. Small-scale forest fires caused by shifting cultivation and
continued poaching and wildlife trade due to the area s close proximity to the Malaysian
border are causing further decline of the remaining population.

Not less than 18 oil palm concession permits have already been issued in the area
surrounding DSNP. These concessions will mean potentially clearing the remaining
forests, the home of many species and a major water catchment area for DSNP. In
order to tackle these issues, conservation activity in the DSNP area must be
strengthened; infrastructure is poor there are no field offices or guard posts and very
few conservation beacons and forest rangers. At local community level, raising
awareness of conservation issues and the importance of the DSNP area is crucial.



Volunteer Programme Objectives
Please note none of the projects will involve hands-on contact or work directly with the

orangutans.

Past projects have included construction of guard posts, an orangutan release site and
building dams with piping to supply villagers with clean drinking water. All work is
physical and hands on, and you will get to grips with chiseling, sawing, painting and
cementing! No experience is necessary but enthusiasm is a must.

Length of stay
A set period of six weeks. Due to the high demand for places on the programme, it is
not possible stay for less than six weeks.

Programme costs

The cost of taking part in the programme is £875. This payment covers all
accommodation (from when you arrive in Pontianak until you depart), food, equipment,
materials and transport for the duration of the programme. Half of this cost is a non-
refundable deposit and must be paid in advance once your place on the programme is
confirmed.

Travel costs and other expenses

In addition to the programme cost, you will be expected to organise and pay for all of
your own travel arrangements to Pontianak, Indonesian Borneo. This will include a 60-
day visa, international and local flights, transfers and accommodation en-route.
(naturally we will help you whenever we can). We estimate that the total cost of taking
part in the programme, including travel, is approximately £1500 - £2000 but obviously
this will vary according to your own personal budget and expenses.

Selection Process

Interviews are conducted until all spaces have been filled. All successful UK applicants
will be expected to attend an interview at the Orangutan Foundation office in London.
Telephone interviews can be arranged for international applicants or those travelling
overseas. Once your place on the programme is confirmed, Foundation staff will be at
hand to help you and give advice. You will be sent a Briefing Book, which is a
comprehensive guide to the programme and contains useful travel information.

Depending on availability of volunteers at the time (many are already travelling),
volunteers, all UK volunteers may be expected to attend a Briefing Day in London
around April 2010 so that you can meet fellow teammates and your coordinator and get
more of a feel for the adventure that awaits you!



The Orangutan Foundation is the world’s foremost orangutan conservation organisation.
We are saving Asia’s endangered great apes by protecting their tropical forest habitat,
working with local communities and promoting research and education.

The approach of the Orangutan Foundation goes beyond that of purely protecting the
orangutan. Critically it also includes a recognition that orangutan habitat is unique in it's
richness of biodiversity and crucial for local communities, who are as dependant on the
forest as is the orangutan.

Further information on the work of the Orangutan Foundation can be found on our
website, www.orangutan.org.uk.

As a registered charity in the UK (n0.1095660), the Foundation relies upon public
donations, fundraising and grants.

You must be a current member of the Orangutan Foundation to participate in the
Volunteer Programme. Non-members will be expected to join the Foundation if selected
for the Programme, but it will work in your favour if you take out membership prior to

your submitting your application..

To apply for a place on the Programme please fill out and detach the application form
located at the back of this brochure. Please send your application form with a recent
photograph, a covering letter (max. 2 pages) and CV (Max.2 pages) to:

By email: elly@orangutan.org.uk

By post: Cat Gibbons,
Orangutan Foundation
7 Kent Terrace
London
NW1 4RP
England

Incomplete applications will not be considered

If you would like to speak to Foundation staff for further information about the
Programme or would like to contact previous volunteers please call Cat at the
Foundation office on:

Tel: (00 44) 0207 724 2912

Successful applicants will be invited to an informal interview at the London office. A

telephone interview will be conducted for overseas applicants and those travelling at the
time of application.



Is there an age limit?

All volunteers must be over 18 but there is no upper age limit. YOU WILL NEED TO BE
VERY FIT, HEALTHY AND PREPARED FOR HUMID CONDITIONS AND
DEMANDING PHYSICAL WORK. You will need to complete a medical form if you have
an ongoing medical condition. If you are in any doubt please contact Foundation staff
and your doctor.

Are couples allowed to participate on the Programme?

We welcome applications from couples but we will limit the number of couples in the
team to 2 in order to balance the team dynamics. We do advise couples that personal
space in non-existent for the duration of the programme and also trust couples to apply
together only when they are in a happy and established relationship!

What are work conditions like?

You will be living and working in an extremely
rural and remote region of Indonesian Borneo,
where the humidity and the temperature are
high and the terrain tough. Work on the project
will necessitate a great deal of physical
exertion. Tasks you undertake may include the
following: strenuous walking/hiking (up to 15
miles a day), climbing and clambering through
dense forest, handling fallen and slippery logs,
painting, digging, carrying loads, working in
. Swampy areas where water and mud can be

Will | see orangutans?
There are orangutans inhabiting the National Park but they remain high in the trees and
you are extremely unlikely to see any for the duration of your time on the project. You

should not apply to participate on this project in the hope of seeing orangutans. The
Foundation is happy to make suggestions on where you may go to see orangutans in
the surrounding area.

What skills might be of use?
Whilst carpentry skills would be useful, we do not expect you to have particular skills or
experience. Essential qualities are a sense of humour, a keen interest and an ability to
function happily as part of a small team. Past participants have come from all over the
world to take part, however we do ask that individuals should be able to speak fluently
either in English or Indonesian.

What is the team size?

The team will comprise a maximum of 12 individuals and will
be supervised by two Volunteer Co-ordinators. As a rule you
will work as a single team but tasks may dictate that the group
splits at times. Tasks will be rotated and assignments
distributed to members on the basis of interest and
willingness, health and skills.



What is the accommodation like?
Accommodation at all project sites is very basic and there
may well be no conventional sanitation or electric lighting.
Most of the time there will be no phone or emalil
connections (only expect these facilities when in town at
the very beginning and end of the Programme). Washing
takes place communally, usually on a jetty, by the river.
You may sleep on a pondok (see left) but may also stay
overnight in the forest sleeping in hammocks or in a house in the village in which you
are working/ staying. Whichever, your bed may well represent your only personal space.

What food can you expect?

Food is basic but good and as varied as is possible in this remote location. Food willl be
bought from markets in the closest towns and a cook from the local village will be
employed to undertake most cooking chores. Simple dishes of rice, vegetables and
noodles (typical of the region) are to be expected and then you may be pleasantly
surprised in the days following the supply run. Unfortunately we are unable to cater for
people with specific food requirements (i.e. food allergies, low sodium diet etc).
Vegetarian meals can be provided but you will share crockery and cutlery with the non-
vegetarians. Meat is limited but provided where possible. Meat is typically in the form of
fish or chicken.

What kit and equipment is needed?

Full details will be sent to you prior to your departure, but
important items of kit include; a day pack, poncho, headlamp
and hammock. Do not buy expensive gear to work in; it will be
ruined by the end of your time on the programme.

What is the medical advice?

As far as health is concerned it is imperative that expert advice
is sought from vyour local doctor/ clinic and that all
recommendations for inoculations and anti-malarial drugs are
precisely followed. One of the Volunteer Co-ordinators will be
trained in first aid but in the event of serious illness you would
be sent to the nearest local doctor/hospital. In the event of a
major accident or illness, you would be sent to Pontianak, which

is the closest major town or city offering full medical
facilities. Full medical and travel insurance is essential.

Do I need a visa?

Yes, you will have to apply for a 60-day tourist visa
before traveling to Indonesia. It costs around £35 and is
single-entry. Your passport must be valid for at least 6
months. You should contact the Indonesian Embassy in
your country of origin for further information and visa
requirements.



